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certainly understand that and Mr.
Bolton understands that.

We have a long way to go, but this
was a tremendous step forward. We
may disagree on a lot of issues dealing
with the policy in Iraq, but the omne
point on which we agree—both Demo-
crats and Republicans—is that the
troops must have everything they need
and more, and we are going to make
sure that is the case.

The Republican leader and I agree,
and I have spoken with the Speaker of
the House at 5 o’clock today, and she
agrees with me, that we are going to
finish this bill and this conference re-
port prior to our leaving for the Memo-
rial Day recess. Everyone should rest
assured we are going to do that. I hope
we can do that without causing a lot of
discomfort to Senators and Members of
the House if we finish this bill at a rea-
sonable time a week from Thursday or
Friday, but if we can’t, we are going no
place until we finish this legislation
and it gets to the President’s desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

——
CONCLUSION OF WRDA

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I want
to take less than a minute to tell col-
leagues where we are. I thank the ma-
jority leader for his assistance on the
WRDA bill. Our understanding is that
we have a managers’ package with sev-
eral amendments. There may be only
one or two that are contentious. Our
goal for tomorrow, once we complete
the Iraq votes, is to go to the man-
agers’ package without the contentious
one or two amendments in it. By the
way, I don’t think any of them are con-
tentious, but one Senator is saying
they are.

We will adopt that managers’ pack-
age hopefully by a voice vote, and then
if it is necessary to have a recorded
vote on these one or two additional
amendments, we will do that and then
move to final passage of WRDA, some-
thing we can be very proud of after 7
long years of not having a bill.

I thank my colleagues in advance for
their cooperation.

To the Senator who may have a prob-
lem with one or two of these amend-
ments, please take another hard look
because they are noncontroversial, and
I hope that Senator can join with us.
We can finish this bill tomorrow in the
very early afternoon or the late morn-
ing, and both sides can be very proud.

Again, this is a bill that is endorsed
by just about everyone in the country.

I say to my colleagues, our intention
is to conclude this bill tomorrow. Sen-
ator INHOFE and I are very strongly in-
terested in concluding it tomorrow.
The bipartisan members of the com-
mittee are very strongly interested.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

Mr. REID. Objection.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The clerk will continue
with the call of the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk con-
tinued with the call of the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WATER RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT ACT—Continued

WARNER AMENDMENT NO. 1134

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
turn to consideration of H.R. 1495.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I think
we have just seen an extraordinary
chapter of how two leaders can come
together and structure a procedure by
which this Senate can go forward and
achieve its objectives. I am totally sup-
portive of the procedure enunciated by
our two distinguished leaders because I
strongly support the need for getting
this appropriations legislation through
and on to the President’s desk so that
we can fund adequately our Armed
Forces, particularly those engaged in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

The leadership further decided that
those Senators who wish to address the
conferees could do so by adding amend-
ments to this bill. My understanding is
that there are two amendments that
have been filed on the other side of the
aisle: one by Mr. FEINGOLD and another
by Mr. LEVIN. And in consultation with
the distinguished Republican leader, I
now file an amendment on this side of
the aisle, although I am hopeful my
amendment would not be viewed purely
as a Republican amendment but that it
could be a vehicle by which we can
reach some level, hopefully a signifi-
cant level, of bipartisan consensus on
the several principles I have enun-
ciated in this amendment.

Throughout the course of this debate
on Iraq, since the President’s an-
nouncement of a new strategy on Janu-
ary 10 of this year, there have been
groups of Republicans and Democrats
that have voiced our concerns about
the strategies being employed in Iraq,
and we continue to do so by virtue of
this process now decided upon by the
leadership whereby amendments to
this bill can be brought up, which
amendments reflect the sentiments of
those who are sponsoring them.

At the present time, my amendment
is sponsored by my principal cosponsor,
the Senator from Maine, Ms. COLLINS,
although I have been in consultation
with a number of other Senators on
this side of the aisle, as well as Sen-
ators on the other side of the aisle.

Given the brevity of the time today,
since Senators have returned from
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their constituencies largely this morn-
ing, and the fact that we have been try-
ing to work out the procedure just
adopted by the Senate by the two lead-
ers, it has not been possible for me to
isolate a fixed set of cosponsors. Never-
theless, I do know of a number, cer-
tainly on this side, and I am hopeful on
the other side, and now that this
amendment is filed tonight, it is my
expectation and hope that Senators
will be adding their names as cospon-
sors. I urge that be done at the earliest
opportunity because, as I understand
it, and the leadership will subsequently
address, I think, the Senate tonight re-
specting the legislative program to-
morrow as to when my amendment,
with such cosponsors that are able to
add their names, and the two amend-
ments pending from the other side—
and I believe a fourth that is to be
brought up by our distinguished Repub-
lican leader sometime this evening—
will be debated, voted upon, and sub-
ject to a cloture motion.

Let me now turn to addressing the
specifics of this amendment at this
time. This amendment, in its pre-
amble, has the following: We entitle it
the ‘‘President’s Strategy In Iraq.”
Section 1. Findings regarding progress
in Iraq, the establishment of bench-
marks to measure that progress, and
reports to the Congress.

The recitation in the first section of
this amendment is a series of state-
ments factually describing the situa-
tion as we, the sponsors of this amend-
ment, feel have taken place, largely
since January 10 of this year. Foremost
among those obligations is, of course,
our recognition of the enormity of the
sacrifice of the men and women of the
Armed Forces and their families and
others who have taken an active role in
carrying out our strategies in Iraq, not
just since January 10 of this year but
prior thereto, in the regrettably long
period of time that this conflict in Iraq
has persisted.

Following those statements, we then
g0 to section 2, which is entitled, ‘‘Con-
ditioning of Future TUnited States
Strategy in Iraq on the Iraqi Govern-
ment’s Record of Performance on its
Benchmarks.”

In General. The United States strategy in
Iraq, hereafter, shall be conditioned on the
Iraqi government meeting benchmarks as
told to Members of Congress by the Presi-
dent, the Secretary of State, the Secretary
of Defense, and the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and reflected in the Iraqi
Government’s commitments to the United
States, and to the international community,
including . . .

For example, benchmarks—and I
shall read but several. First and fore-
most:

Forming a Constitutional Review Com-
mittee and then completing the Constitu-
tional review;

Enacting and implementing legislation on
de-baathification;

Enacting and implementing legislation to
ensure the equitable distribution of hydro-
carbon resources of the people of Iraq with-
out regard to the sect or ethnicity of recipi-
ents, and enacting and implementing legisla-
tion to ensure that the energy resources of
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